
Safe sharps disposal can start at home. Here’s how.

SAFE DISPOSAL OF SHARPS 
MEDICAL WASTE

Many people in  
York County use 
sharps as part 
of their medical 
regime. This can 
include needles, 
syringes, auto-
injectors, and 
lancets. 

Proper and 
safe disposal 
of used sharps 
is important to 
public health  
and safety.  

This important message  
is brought to you by the 
York Opioid Collaborative 
and the York City Bureau  
of Health. Let’s keep York County safe and healthy! 

Place sharps 
in a hard, rigid 
container,  
such as in an 
empty laundry 
detergent bottle. 

Then, place it 
in your regular 
garbage.1 2 Secure the lid 

tightly, tape it 
shut, and label 
the container 
“SHARPS – DO 
NOT RECYCLE.”

3

n	 If your sharps prescription includes a mail-back option, follow the instructions 
provided with the prescription to safely package and return used sharps.

n	 Or … take properly contained sharps to a community sharps collection site.  
To learn more about where these collection sites are located,  
visit www.yorkopioidcollaborative.org. 

Just as there are some best practices to properly 
contain and dispose of sharps, there are some things 
we should never do when we dispose of sharps.

NEVER place 
any sharps in a 
recycling bin. 
This poses 
serious health 
hazards to 
recycling facility 
workers.

NEVER place 
loose sharps in 
the trash. 
Avoid stick-type 
injuries to others.

NEVER toss 
used sharps into 
the toilet. 
This can both 
clog your pipes & 
harm wastewater 
treatment 
workers & 
equipment.

NEVER use 
common plastic 
water bottles 
to dispose of 
sharps. 
They are not rigid 
enough for safe 
disposal.


